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in service” shall be called ‘‘United
States Naval Ship”’ or “U.S.N.S.”

(d) Ships and service craft designated
“‘active status, in service,” except
those described by paragraph (c) of this
section, shall be referred to by name,
when assigned, classification, and hull
number (e.g., “HIGHPOINT PCH-1" or
“YOGN-8).

(e) The Chief of Naval Operations
shall designate hospital ships and med-
ical aircraft as he or she deems nec-
essary. Such designation shall be in
compliance with the Geneva Conven-
tion for the Amelioration of the Condi-
tions of Wounded, Sick and Ship
wrecked Members of the Armed Forces
at Sea of 12 August 1949. The Chief of
Naval Operations shall ensure compli-
ance with the notice shall ensure com-
pliance with the notice provisions of
that Convention.

Subpart E—The Commandant of
the Marine Corps

§700.501 Precedence.

The Commandant of the Marine
Corps, while so serving, has the grade
of general. In the performance of duties
within the Department of the Navy,
the Commandant of the Marine Corps
takes precedence above all other offi-
cers of the Marine Corps, except an of-
ficer of the Marine Corps who is serv-
ing as Chairman or Vice Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

§700.502 Succession.

When there is a vacancy in the office
of Commandant of the Marine Corps, or
during the absence or disability of the
Commandant:

(a) The Assistant Commandant of the
Marine Corps shall perform the duties
of the Commandant until a successor is
appointed or the absence or disability
ceases; or

(b) If there is a vacancy in the office
of the Assistant Commandant of the
Marine Corps or the Assistant Com-
mandant is absent or disabled, unless
the President directs otherwise, the
most senior officer of the Marine Corps
in the Headquarters, Marine Corps,
who is not absent or disabled and who
is not restricted in the performance of
duty shall perform the duties of the
Commandant until a successor to the
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Commandant or the Assistant Com-
mandant is appointed or until the ab-
sence or disability of the Commandant
or the Assistant Commandant ceases,
whichever occurs first.

§700.503 Statutory authority and re-
sponsibility of the Commandant of
the Marine Corps.

(a) Except as otherwise prescribed by
law and subject to the statutory au-
thority of the Secretary of the Navy to
assign functions, powers and duties,
the Commandant of the Marine Corps
performs duties under the authority,
direction and control of the Secretary
of the Navy and is directly responsible
to the Secretary.

(b) Subject to the authority, direc-
tion and control of the Secretary of the
Navy, the Commandant of the Marine
Corps shall:

(1) Preside over
Marine Corps;

(2) Transmit the plans and rec-
ommendations of the Headquarters,
Marine Corps, to the Secretary and ad-
vise the Secretary with regard to such
plans and recommendations;

(3) After approval of the plans or rec-
ommendations of the Headquarters,
Marine Corps, by the Secretary, act as
the agent of the Secretary in carrying
them into effect;

(4) Exercise supervision, consistent
with the statutory authority assigned
to commanders of unified or specified
combatant commands, over such of the
members and organizations of the Navy
and the Marine Corps as the Secretary
determines;

(5) Perform the duties prescribed for
a member of the Armed Forces Policy
Council and other statutory duties; and

(6) Perform such other military du-
ties, not otherwise assigned by law, as
are assigned to the Commandant of the
Marine Corps by the President, the
Secretary of Defense or the Secretary
of the Navy.

(c) The Commandant of the Marine
Corps shall also perform the statutory
duties prescribed for a member of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

(1) To the extent that such action
does not impair the independence of
the Commandant of the Marine Corps
in the performance of duties as a mem-
ber of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the

the Headquarters,



